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Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior § 922.773 

§ 922.772 Requirements for coal explo-
ration. 

(a) Part 772 of this chapter, Require-
ments for Coal Exploration, shall apply 
to any person who conducts or seeks to 
conduct coal exploration operations. 

(b) The Office shall make every effort 
to act on an exploration application 
within 60 days of receipt or such longer 
time as may be reasonable under the 
circumstances. If additional time is 
needed, OSMRE shall notify the appli-
cant that the application is being re-
viewed, but that more time is nec-
essary to complete such review, setting 
forth the reasons and the additional 
time that is needed. 

[52 FR 13810, Apr. 24, 1987] 

§ 922.773 Requirements for permits 
and permit processing. 

(a) Part 773 of this chapter, Require-
ments for Permits and Permit Processing, 
shall apply to any person who applies 
for a permit for surface coal mining 
and reclamation operations. 

(b) In addition to the requirements of 
part 773, the following permit applica-
tion review procedures shall apply: 

(1) Any person applying for a permit 
shall submit five copies of the applica-
tion to the Office. 

(2) The Office shall review an applica-
tion for administrative completeness 
and acceptability for further review 
and shall notify the applicant in writ-
ing of the findings. The Office may: 

(i) Reject a flagrantly deficient appli-
cation, notifying the applicant of the 
findings; 

(ii) Request additional information 
required for completeness stating spe-
cifically what information must be 
supplied and negotiate the date by 
which the information must be sub-
mitted; or 

(iii) Judge the application adminis-
tratively complete and acceptable for 
further review. 

(3) Should the applicant not submit 
the information as required by 
§ 912.773(b)(2)(ii) by the specified date, 
the office may reject the application. 
When the applicant submits the re-
quired information by the specified 
date, the Office shall review it and ad-
vise the applicant concerning its ac-
ceptability. 

(4) When the application is judged ad-
ministratively complete, the applicant 
shall be advised by the Office to file 
the public notice required by § 773.6 of 
this chapter. 

(5) A representative of the Office 
shall visit the proposed permit area to 
determine whether the operation and 
reclamation plans are consistent with 
actual site conditions. The applicant 
will be notified in advance of the time 
of the visit. At the time of the visit, 
the applicant shall have the locations 
of the proposed permit boundaries, top-
soil storage areas, sediment control 
structures, roads, and other significant 
features contained in the application 
marked by flags. 

(c) In addition to the information re-
quired by subchapter G of this chapter, 
the Office may require an applicant to 
submit supplementary information to 
ensure compliance with applicable Fed-
eral laws and regulations other than 
the Act. 

(d) Where applicable, no person shall 
conduct surface coal exploration oper-
ations which result in the removal of 
more than 250 tons in one location, or 
surface coal mining operations without 
permits issued pursuant to the: Michi-
gan Construction and Maintenance 
Act, MCL section 254.25, pertaining to 
the alteration of watercourses; Michi-
gan Dams in Streams or Rivers Act of 
1963, MCL section 281.131; Michigan Ex-
plosives Act of 1970, MCL section 29.41, 
pertaining to the use of explosives (per-
mit is issued by an officer of a local po-
lice or sheriff’s department or a des-
ignated officer of the State police); 
Michigan Hazardous Waste; Manage-
ment Act of 1980, MCL section 299.501; 
Michigan Inland Lake and Streams Act 
of 1972, MCL section 281. 951; Michigan 
Mineral Wells Act of 1969, MCL section 
319.211; Michigan Sand Dune Protection 
and Management Act of 1976, MCL sec-
tion 281.651; Michigan Solid Waste 
Management Act of 1978, MCL section 
299.401; Michigan Water Resources 
Commission Act, MCL section 323.1; 
Michigan Water Resources Commission 
General Rules, R–323.1001 et seq.; Michi-
gan Water Quality Standards, R– 
323.1041; the Michigan Wetland Protec-
tion Act of 1969, MCL section 281.701; 
Michigan Aboriginal Records and An-
tiquities Act, MCL section 299.51; 
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